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( -conan E. Mathews Appointed Dean 

.The opportunity--and responsibility--of being the second dean of the 

College of Fine Arts carne in 1959 to an exrJerienced college administrator 

and artist, Conan E. Hathews. A native of Providence~ Utah,_he ~ad gainad 

an excellent r·eputation for his wo.rk in southern Idaho over .a period -:o.f 20 
,· .. ·· 

yE(ars, and had been brought to the campus in 1956 by Pres. Wilkinson as_, .· 

chairman o£ the Art Department. He had been been head of art instruction; 

dean of the faculty, and acting president .duri~g his tenur~ at Bo.ise 

Coll.ege; and his service the;e<had included bei~g pr~sia~~t .of 
• ' •. • . .. • •• ;, . •'1' . •.• . ' •••• • ••.•• 

·-·· ;-,.:··. 
Arts Association \orhich provided musical,·. dramatic; 

prese~tations for the community~ •.. 
·.:._')::·-'.·: .. 

a trained musician, arid became a special irtsfructor / lll 
· .. ·.:: 

After three years .in the Art D.epartinerit }lr~.f;, Mathew,s was. 
. . • . • i . 

·. ·• ... dean .;jt ·. Vne ag~ of 5~·> For:. th~ 
" 

· .of.fi-ce was located. adjacent to· 

.· •···• • th_e .. Educati~~t B~iidi~g·· ·:o:k··Lowe;.: 
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~ajoring in other co_. eges a· 1e nlversl y: 

The College of Fine Arts has as its general aim the bringing of 
academic and professional grovJth into pro:per balance.. Thus,· a degree 
with a major in Art, Music; or Speech and Dramatic Arts. not only re­
presents a strong preparation in th.e major field, but also represents 
as much general education as that ~egree would presuppose if gi~en in 
any other department of the University .. These facts become more sig­
nificant .when considered in light of the fact that in most ;pro"fessional 
s.cho.ols the general education requirements for Jine ar.ts students are 
reduced to a minimt1m; ·,: 

MoreovBr, this College has the 2art~cular aim of providing oppor­
tunities. for all students of the University to gain general cu.:il.:tural· 
values; .of providing opportunities for students ·who .:major or' minor in 

··one of the fine arts to. acquire a thorough under~tanding of the arts · 
whi.l·e developing special skills in selected art f1elds; and.,,o:f p:r'ov.~ 
ing, through close cooperati.on with. the College of Educati9:i.l'~ <prosp~ 
ive. teachers ;possessing te.chri'icfues :o::t; t e,aching': .f'ine ,arEs' on all in..:: 
structional levels~ ; .• ., ' .. !. . . . ' . '' . . 

.. Th~. most pressing responsib:Lli ty of. the Dean's 'first. 
·.:_,: 

.. 

the Colleg~ .in wo:r;king closely;, w,:Lt;J:t .. other trniivei:~ity 
.·.' · .. \ :: ... :<·· •.'::· •\ '·.J:· ... '; .·. ~-<·- .. _ ... : .. _·._< ..... ;::·· ... :._ '· .. 

·coristru·~·"t;{i)J:l'; .. 'fi1~d· occupancy.'' Of 
. ' . . . : ··. . . :·,, ' 

s in:~olved f~equE:m:f';.sessions 
: . :: . ..; ·. ~-·~ ::· ·.' ... ·. :: .. 

Adm:Cn:Lstra tion 

ori the west, and the' 
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Center was located just to 'the southeast, so the Fine Arts Genter would have 

the advantage of being located astride a main axis of student traffic. 

Parking areas vlere planned to the -east and northeast .of the building. 

The firm selected to draw architectural plans for the building was 

William L. Pereira .and Associates o·f Los Angeles, which had recently been 

honored .for its design of the Los Angeles Cente.r for the Fine Arts. 
····:. 

It developed .a functional and artistic concept for a five-level structure .of 

buff brick· and white cast stone· which would .harmonize with :surrounding .build_:;: 

~ :i' : ';.: :, . . ' . . . . . 

ings on the campus. In plan it resembled a wide. "ln., .with t;he two side · 

section~ running east and we~t and the 'north-.qouti co1mecting section 
. · .... · .. · ... .. . . ..,. .. '. ::.:.·· .·. · . ." : ... ··. .. ., .. 

~ centrB:i gaiiery • . The fi~st and Be~ond levels we:re Underground,, 

for. th~a ter stagee{ a.;;d ·. au~iliai:J" f~~-ili tie·s. :· The' -~th~r . 'th~~~ 
. . ... ··., ., .. " . ;" · .. :·' . ... ,. ' .:~:-· . ·:-:~·/.:· .. :· ··.: -~ ··,.· '··,. 

aboye ground., ·wi~th·the thii-d level 'beitig':tht{·'rioar: of the''·g~ii~ry~ ' . 

· gal~e;y· was of iinpressiye propor.t{o!ls~:~t)-5 by i6;' feet in "iloor' 
·f • , • .. ·~·.:~-:~T· >·:.~;. ·.;,: .. 
. : .. ;~- ,·:>.- ··: ;~;.~···>:"> :_. .. 

. ' .":· '. ~· \" .:· .,_ .· ·.~· .. : ·. ·. 
't.• • • •• ", • ,· •• , ·• ... • . • _:·: .'::1· ... 

···.The sfde.'sections at the notth and south :Were indented at 
· g•i.vi~g the· ~:r~ictof __ fo~r ''" . > < :· 

. . ,._ ,', ·.·.:·· . ·. ' .... ·.,': ... · .. :.·:::··.:·;.-:: ·.,:; .. " :-:~····.·,' __ ........ '··:··.:·:·::·· ·· .. :··· ·'<··~~:_: '::·:\· ,..... ... . ... . ...... , .. 

· · · · ··:·±lbt~·he~~~- qere_'.:pl~~~·J· :f~·~ ~r\;. ·c;_~~sro·o~~<a~d. ·:atu~io's, · th~ 

· · : ~-ri .·th~ ~~uthwest.for mu~·i·~ c~~s:Sr~oms, ~~~aJ.6.s_,:· -~~a . 
. . .... ·· ~ u~~;; }~~· .o~ :h:"~~utli~:s,ti~;!'~;~:~h · ~ni; .~~:;,· ~~!:lees 

.. ~ ., '• .. :;·:. : . .... ·:/ ........... ~:.: .;· .. ·" .· .... · .. :·_; ... ·· .. :· .. ::: .. · ... : ;-- :···· 
· iiiborat~:t-i8s·~· . , · · · ·- ·· ''·.: .. < _.: · 
· · :.:. ·. :·,,>··.:.:i.· .,,·~r··~;, .. _ .,: : .,. . ': ;: ·o_<~ .,·.: ·::.: :~: · .. :.:< ,.·:-:,::.: ·.?·.• ... ;:·· .J., ·.·· · .... 

''i ·:. · , Ex~ending'.to .. the .w.es't and. east ·from the centra~ 'portion· .of 

.. ,,· .. , .... , ..... 

on the,::~a~·~: ~·~612:~eat .~;Cl-~~ theater.. In ,,each'bise 
I~ •• , :l" .. ·! :' ·~.]"~ :··~:·.~:.~~:}:~~ ... :;i~~~-.~~ .. ::)~;;~;·:~; .. ~ ~ .. JA-~·:<~.:~-~~·~. :::~~i~~ :·i;~_,;.~~,:;~:~;:;~~;)i;::~··:. ' _:: ;~ ' '·~.!·· ~ .. . . . .: . . . . -~ ~- <·~ -~.?;·_:.'. . . ·;.-: t •• '. 

building ',s;:;seC:bX'\d:Te'vel:_;•; arid~ the ·floor sloped . .. · ·, :·· ......... '··' <>"~:;~~.'/~ ..... ··:· ... ,. · .. ·~~ ... ·. · . .'.:.:· .: ·.·!·_ .... · .•. ·;<:·· .. ·"\ ····: ·': . : 



. ' . . 
. ~ .. ' 

33 

On the fourth level four open courts separated the theater sections £rom 

the outer wings, with these areas designed for decorative plantings. On the 

west side of ·the building., which .faced -a campus quadrangle 1 a lofty facade of 

vertical stone fins screened the end of the concert ·hall area and the two 

open courts on the west side. 
. . . 

In addition to the t,wo 'large theaters, the center provided a 1-36-seat re.:. 
. · .... 

ci tal hall which would serve also for choral rehearsals 1 a 280-seat experimental 

theater, and a 150-seat arena theater. Other .facilities included a .20-,foot 

high truck access tunnel to the main theater stages on the second level; 

·.s-torage rooms·; opera. workshop; band and o;ch~stra .reh~arsaT and ~-tor~ge 
i .,,. 

radio and television studios arid control rooms; scene shop aD.d wardrobe :f3.nd·. 

property .r~om~; d~essing Elhd. m~ke-~p ·r~om~ ( '64Gl:~s~.; :~emi.~a;, ·'·i~~~~at6;y 
. studio rooms.; 57 m~~ic' pra6t:ice·· ;66~~; •''ib:d.. 26 sp~ech pracfic'~.c~~~cles'~ .·• 

268,286 sq~. ft. of floor sp~ce, :i.twak .()~e: 
· ·-of ·.its .. kind 

. Constr1;tction 

'· t~e , fall . of ,1964 ~:. Al thou~~-·· ..•.. 2. ~--·.t···~-': .. : ....... ~,1 .. 1.·.··· •~.-...•.•. f_._ .... the. . ;:: .... ,_--:·::,;: .... ; .::?..--.:·-:·1;:!••·· '·-:;· -

e~t~f '8-ea:ting :for the 
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Expanding the College: The Department of Communications 

After consideration o'f a number of studies and recommendations by 

faculty members, and discussions wit.h the college deans concerned, Pres. 

Wilkinson in the summer of 1963 directed the organization of a 'Department 

of Communications to be added to the College .of Fine Arts. The name of 

the College was at the same time changed to College of Fine Arts and 

Communications. 

The new department included the entir~ D~partnie~t of Jo~rnalism, with 

four .faculty members and 30 courses of s·tudy ~~··.fr-om .. tl}e C~lleg_~ · of Hu·ma~L . 
. . •:: 

ities and Social Sciences; the Radio and Television a:rea of c.oncentra:--:' 

tion from the Department of Dramatic A~ts,' wit~ four 

ten courses ~f stud;; and ~wo courses in ph~tc)gr~phy ~;;~m 
of Art. (The latter courses had been taught by part~tinie 

thus .no transfer o.f regu'lar :facui ty merribers:'wef~ inv~l-v.ed .• 
. . . - . . . . . . . . . . . . -~: ' '. ' . . . . : . ' ' .. 

. The Department ·.o:C Journalism,. which had begu11 in 

. apd,;;he,p:.';.gi3,;l;ne.d;i.•depa,r.trn(;)p;ttil·~q~a.f~s;::i;:n ... ~l9.3R.; o:t'fer . 
..... ·.·-~.:, .. :-:;. 1_: ... • ;·":-,>.::-:. . ·. ·' ··.·::·:::_ ...... ; ..... ,.,.. :,, .:··;.:,.:' >"' 

in. o~;nalism, · broe>:dcas~ ·news and 

.· .. photography ;<and public, .. rel'atio . ,,·,:, '. . . • ... ,.. ' . . .. . -·. . ...... 
•• •· '. ~" · .•. : . . .' -~- ·. -~ ;· .:0:· ' : ·. : 

... teaiiing'to ·.the :M~ A;~ deg:f:.:·e~ ~:.,~;Dr· .• 
. '" . ; '. .. . .- . ' . . . ; ·'-~ . ..; '/ ;-.... ·.·'. ' . 

man over a ;~riodof 
:··:···:·.· ... 

., .·.:·: ..... 
· · 6·£ C:oriilT!unicationi5 ~ ... 

. . · .·. -, ... ·:' . .· . . 

ann~unci~ci. the formation . '• 
',;'' 

C~m~~~~i~~ti~ri. Servic ~~, and ass~~ned to 
... .. :. .. . . 

previo'-!-sly separate units ,q f Uni v.e.rsity 
. ,. 1-,: 

:=·· 
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Production. Of these service areas, the one in radio and television had 

previously been supervised by two faculty members in the Radio and Tele-

vision concentration of the Department of Dramatic Arts, with facilities 

used jointly for academic .instruction and broadcasti·ng and program 

recording operations. Initially this arrangement was continued between 

the new Communications Department and the new Broadcast Services unit of 

the Communication Services Division.;17 . 

I·n· press announcements of the new department, the President was 

quoted regarding the significance and objectives of the accented academic 

18 
program: 

11 The explosion of communications media is one of the pheriome~a o 
our times, II President Wilkinson said.·. '11 People today are seldom o 
of reach of the bombardment of newspapers,, magazines,; radio, tele..:. 
vision, bi1lboards, motion pictures~ arid boOks; .. These are the 
in the intense struggle for men 1 s minds, ana this struggle ext 
into our religious., economic, and social life as well .as poli. 
~ '" " 11 .The effective communicator is the key in this i 
ana at :B. y. u ~ we intend· to· educate the fi.nest writers ana 

. of all kinds with proper attitudes 'as well'as ·skills~!( :pr 
Wilkinson said. 

· .. ;.:·:· 

Th~ announcement added that the cou;rses in _mas~ 

· beiri~ 'regrouped into the. dol~ege 'cir .Fi~~ Arts. iri 
_;· ·.· ·: ... · : •\.. ''···.- .. ·:.;-::- · .. 

them, and because the communication media empi~y 
. . ._:,_ :.;.:: .. •-,, .. :.:,:·:;·:: 

.tor, ' s:r:;~ker',. ~J1d .lii.i-it' ·)i,, ...... , .. ·· ,·~::··· ... ·:.:,·' .r~ ;:::·> ;· 
:;_.~"· . ' ;_,'·:>r .. '' ... ·. ··: .;· .-;·~,-.,. . ·.: _,';.-_:.·.: '. :,;:.::.: / 

i~1 th~ fall l3~~es.t~r ~f ·196z:6:3 the 

· ··· ,. •.::' .i6~f~~i:L~n/·n~pa~tffi'~·~t' ·'ti.talle·d·.·s3~·•.· 
.. :." .. ;·;·.:-:\!: ::~. ··-:;;.. . .... ··' ·,:, .. ::>· :·:::-:'''.' .··,;,:,.;;:.·:. '''J'·"' ~.:':_:.;·_,·, .; ·-:~: ... -:'' :,:1·._,_,_.··.;:·•:;_ .. 

. . . ···:: J:~.g~~"iri:·:.th·~ :·· :Eiii ··~:f. ·:{·9 63'' ·'i:t'. ~ ~-t:o~]-~~- . ·.··. 
_, .. ·. ···.;-··;·. 

pre:vious<.majo_rs :in 'jo'11t·nal:Lsm .ind. 'those:' 

. ~~ ~·a ; o't ~·-~ e D·~~rria{fe; 1; Q·~:• .. ~·epax:~~:~rr~.' 
·:· . ·. -.-.· .,: .. ,"_~-:-> 

. --.:; ·. ·i· _. :.:,,_ .. -:.. ': ·.. . · .. 

1 7 Author 1 s: intervie:vr'·wi•th 

· .. ; :, ~ 
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attracted to the new program. By the end of i·ts fourth ·year, 1966-67, 

the new department had nearly quadrupled in size to 459 majors, arid had 

surpassed the other departments in the COllege in both the number .of 

majors enrolled and in the number of baccalaureate degrees awarded dur-

19 ing the year--95. 

Another departmental change had occurred in the College in 1961 

when approval was sought and received by the nepartment of Speech and 
' . 

Dramatic Arts, then with 24 :faculty members, to be divided into :two· 

departments: Dramatic Arts, with a faculty .of 13, and Speech, with .a 
. . . ' .:. · ... ··.· . . .· . . 

fCJ.c~lty oL J.T .. Dr~ H·aro1d I .• Hansen:, who had 'beenchairman sine e 1952,: . 
. ' . . . -~. '. - . ,;:; 

was con tinlled as head .of ~he ne~ Dra~ati c Arts Dep~rtment, ~nd ~or.~~; ~;);:j}{. ..i> 

Cli~ger ,; assistant professor, became head. o'f the new. Sp.eech Departme~t;:}.·;; .{,\·P'ti:i>:-:;:~;:) 

The ·t~~ d~partment~ wo;k~d clos~ly toget'l~e~:,· .. par~~cula~l;·· j_~ the ar ::~ .. ·-~--~·;·o·:{':;,-,:;_;··~~:··:t:<.;}·: 
... ')~~%/:;;·, ;:-··;{\: r;·.?f.::·l~ . 

. ·.: J-·~ .,~?.~~,~i~:~.,~:._::P.r~J~F.:E>~f.,~?:::~:\~~.~J,~ma:~ .. 
:.Th.e departmental d.i vi~io,n in ·1961 

aci.diHo.n. 
·.·.,·· "•!. 

· ········.·f:r·~·~·· b·~ .. ~.¥·~i;~ ....•.•. · .. 1£·.~ .. ··~i-~;~ .. ~·-:.·:•.~·.~·~;~I.d·~.·c1·':f:hf"~-~~ 
. a£!, ,~ep~;tm.e.nt th~ 

·,. . ':I· • .-.·. ', ·~: . ·.;: ~ ': ' 

·, ..... 
.. ·<.-· ~ :/ . (~ .. ::··' ·:-· ·_ .. _,: . ';·.:·;-· _.,.,. "''• .. _-;:': .·.·,: ···:· ::_:;:·:· :'':· .. ~/. '· .··· .. -:·' ;._,~ ~:·.;·, ·:::: ~;~'::- ·: __ ::> : .. ··t~·-./ · _ _::.·:.·:: 

· ne~t. to the. northwest', or. ti_An ·wing;' Music ·the .ciust~1.;·· .. next. t~ · 
·:·~<· ·· .. _.·.,·. :. ·: .. ·· ... ··:· .,·:·· .. : ·\~_.-\'._-~.:.· .. · .. :··.·,;·;;·::.: ... 

west;· ,o:r;::·,!.E''-~ing; : .. a'nd s;~e.ch 
.· .. ,·.", .. ·. 

··.sou ~~east ;':or. ''F'' :wing~·. 
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than ~n ~he other two.) 

After their division occurred, it was planned that the Dramatic Arts 

Department be assigned to occupy the southeast cluster, and the Speech 

De.partment to occupy a pair of large faculty o.ffices at the f.ar end of 

the southeast ( "F11 ) wing., also on the fifth level. ·~This.: .arrangeme.nt :-.was 

i.mpl:ement.ed >when the .depar'tmen_ts _,moved .i.ilto the' bu:il.ding ·in 1:964:, .a:rid'I'Was 

continued ··until. the· two were recombined in 1967. Special offices to 

.serve the Speech Clinic and its ·faculty personnel :were located on the-

fourth and:- third levels of the "F", and were not changed by the depart- . 

ment headquarters .shifts .. 

A more difficult problem that :~as faced after the as~i~~m.ent 
Communications Department to the GolTege wi~ 'th~ pro·vision o.f a 

m€mt' offf~e; · fac~lty offices,-~ndteacliing·'facilities.; FO"r: 
. two years i 1964~66:, . the department chairman ~n~ secretarie 

to thr~e .s~all offices near. the 

level of. t~~ .·· 11 F~' wing. . 

..... ' · .. ;. :. . . .· -:·.~,: .. 

· .. : ;'. 

·.·.'·-.: .. •'' · ... , .. · ;;,\·.:.:i-_i: .. ;·,: .•. · .. 

·_. ·. i t~m:P6;';;;>:o:f::fi?e.· · 

h~use all of 
. . ·. 

of th·e thr·ee 

however' r~roained. in an· ... 
· .. '., 

s-tudent -center,_ where 

.'. ·. 



Except for the radio and television part o.f its curriculum--which 

had been provided for in plans originally submitted as part of the fac--

ilities for Dramatic Arts--the Communications Department was also not 

provided with any laboratory or auxiliary facilities in the new building • 

. For it.s collection of newspapers and trade journals, a 200-sq. ft. 

seminar room was made available next to its department office location 

in the 11 FII wing. For its news laboratory it was allocated .a cavernous 
·:room 

art storage/on the second level of the 11 B11 wing next to the truck access 

tunnel, and it was fitted with a chalkboard, surplus.·.th~ea·teT: .. st·age:-·drapes 
. . . 

for three walls, 'and25 new reporters' desks and a:cop;des~:. 
. . . 

was used aiso for ad;e;tising class~s-in the daytimeschedule, 
... 

.. photography studio. purposes by evening classes. The air 

in this large room we-re so noisy, how,ever, that the space 
. . 

but it was moie than three years before proper, 

eisewhere in the bufldi~~-'for_:it~~s: and 
. . : . . - .. .,. 

For photo proc ~ssin~ 
. . 

its. ~lasses: tci 
·. : . :·-~:':.'; ... ; :.:_::_;:::--~·-:·:·; : 

the Physics 




